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Test Preparation for End of Term Test
I. Concept Identification  

Be prepared to identify the following concepts. "Identify" means ...
(a) Provide a definition of the concept that will show how it fits into the course and/or the session of the course in which it was discussed. Dictionary definitions of these concepts may provide some help but concepts have different meanings in different contexts. You need to provide the meaning that we have taken up in this course, as developed in course discussions and readings.
(b) be prepared to give the name or names of sociologists or social theorists who are associated with the concepts/ideas. 

(c) Provide examples that illustrate the concept/ideas;
adaptive vs transformative action

order/ordering

social processes vs biological processes

context

sociological imagination as a quality of mind

private troubles 

public issues
modernism

post-modernism

cheerful robots

ever-widening contexts 

dis-embedded 
globalism

human nature 
interpretive capacities,

meaning makers

the social self

the "I"

the "me"

significant others

the generalized other

oriented action

externalization—objectification— internalization (Three moments of social construction);

typification 

dyadic interaction

taking the role of the other

repertoire of actions

role playing

mutuality of assumed understandings

objective reality 

historical facticity

II. Review for Essay Questions.
1. Review the differences between how social order is commonly understood and how we are conceiving of social order in this course (five differences were presented in the lecture), and illustrate these differences through applying them to Connell's article on masculinities. 

2. Review definitions of context and identify points made about context that demonstrate why “context” is important to sociological accounts of social order/organization. Review also the relationship between the context in which an action/event takes place and the meaning of the action/event.
(Continued on next page)

3. Review C Wright Mills article on the sociological imagination and Dandaneau’s application of Mills to contemporary post-modern societies. List as many as you can find of criticisms or problems they associate with American and post-modern society. Why is it important to exercise a sociological imagination AND how does a sociological imagination offer solutions to, or perspective on, these criticisms or problems, according to (a) Mills and (b) Dandeneau. 

4. Provide three illustrations of how private troubles are linked to public issues that are different from the one's that C. Wright Mills gives in his article on the sociological imagination..

5. Identify several (at least three) of the wider contexts that David Ehrenfeld adds to the investigation of whether or not the use of bovine growth hormone is harmful. Describe the harms that become visible when we focus our attention on each of these contexts.
6. Identify the three contexts in which surfing has been practiced, according to Daskalous. How has the social order of surfing changed as the context has shifted from the California beaches of the 1950s and 1960s to the global context of the 1990s? How is “localism” a response to the most recent changes in the social order of surfing? Is "localism" an example of "finding free space?" If yes, in what way and if no, why not? 
7. Review Katz article on the social self to see how the following ideas/concepts fit into George Herbert Mead’s theory of how the social self develops: the “self” as fluid, the “I” and the “me”, significant others, taking the role of the other, the looking glass self, and the generalized other.

8. Review Alan Wolfe’s understanding of interpretive capacities and think about how it challenges accounts of human behaviour that rely on conceptions of human nature.

9. Review Max Weber’s article on what makes action “social action” and think of how other authors of the course readings to date have used Weber’s conception of social action. Select readings starting from the beginning of the course for this review. 

10. Review Berger’s and Luckman’s account of how social institutions come into being, paying attention to (a) the stages through which institutionalization takes place and (b) the following ideas as aspects of these stages: dyadic interaction, typification, taking the role of the other, role-playing, repertoire of actions, mutuality of understandings, the acquisition of historicity, thickening and hardening, the process of transmission, canopy of legitimations, mechanisms of social control. 
IMPORTANT ADDITIONAL REVIEW SUGGESTIONS:

*As you are reviewing your notes for the above questions, take note of the quotations from authors of the readings that we have used to illustrate the covered in lectures and tutorials. You may encounter a question on the test that gives you a quotation and asks you to discuss what the quotation means and how it fits into the course material we have covered. 

*For all the above questions, look back over your notes for the first 5 lectures of the course to find illustrations of, or connections to, the ideas you are reviewing. One essay on the test will require you to think through the whole course thus far.

