Social Order and Organisation
4
Lecture 8: Context continued


Lecture 8: The language and Grammar of Social Order and Social Organisation: Context continued.
RECAP: 

C. Wright Mills sociological imagination, a “quality of mind,” links the lived experiences of individuals to the contexts in which they act. 
http://www.cbc.ca/thecurrent/episode/2014/11/07/pounds-for-pounds-obesity-lose-weight/ 

Start at 21 mins 10 secs. 
Part I: Sociological Imagination in the post–modern or hyper-modern context

1. Mill’s sociological imagination applies to the late 20th and early 21st century. 

2. Dandaneau introduces the concept of post modernism. 

(a) "Modernism" 
(b) Post-modernism challenges modernist assumptions about inevitable progress. 
3. Mills’ concept of “the over developed society”.   

4. Two particular dangers of the post-modern context.

(a) “getting our bearings”. 
http://nj1015.com/these-photos-are-proof-albert-einstein-was-correct-about-technology/
 (b) CHEERFUL robots. 

“The ultimate problem of freedom is the problem of the cheerful robot, and it arises in this form today because today it has become evident to us all that men(sic) do not naturally want to be free, that all men(sic) are not willing or not able, as the case may be, to exert themselves to acquire the reason that freedom requires. “ (As quoted in Dandaneau p. 77, from Mills, C. W. The Sociological Imagination, p. 175)

5. Sociological Imagination even more important in the post-modern context. Why? 
6. Developing a sociological imagination is a protection. How?   
http://escaping-mediocrity.com/bearings/
Part II. How Local Contexts are affected by conditions of post modernism/high modernity - globalization: Changes in the Social Order of Surfing.
1. In high modernity: (Daskalos uses Anthony Giddens idea of “high modernity” rather than post-modernity.)
(a) local contexts are “less salient.”
(b) global contexts transcend time and place 

(c) who/what shapes people's lives in modernity versus high modernity
2. The social context of surfing has been changing ... 
(a) The change from local context to global context 
“ ..modernity involves the process of disembedding, the lifting out of social institutions from local contexts and the reestablishment of those institutions into modern contexts discontinuous from their origins.” (pge. 158 of the reading) 

(c) change in the context of “surfing” 
3. The "traditional" social order of surfing on California Beaches. 
4. Characteristics of the traditional social order of surfing
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5. The traditional social order of surfing have been threatened/changed by high modernity 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2vkwy2vdP4&list=LPYUZ_jJ8fRpM&index=1&feature=plcp illustration of the risk-taking an adventurous surfing Daskalous associates with consumer oriented societies and globalisation
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLQ4asDar_s&list=LPYUZ_jJ8fRpM&index=5&feature=plcp illustration of the competitive surfing that Daskalous associates with consumer oriented societies and globalisation;

6. Dire consequences for the traditional recreational surfers on California beaches. 
7. The old boy surfers have not quit. 

(a) “Localism” 

(b) Short term success 

For additional material on surfing:

http://www.surfingforlife.com/history.html provides a discussion of surfing in the context of Polynesian island communities.

Lecture 8 Concepts & Quotes
modernity/post-modernity/high-modernity, 
cheerful robots,

the over developed society,

the local context, the global context,

disembedding,
the traditional social order of surfing,

the consumer orientated society,

old-boy surfers
localism 

NOTABLE QUOTES

“The ultimate problem of freedom is the problem of the cheerful robot, and it arises in this form today because today it has become evident to us all that men(sic) do not naturally want to be free, that all men(sic) are not willing or not able, as the case may be, to exert themselves to acquire the reason that freedom requires. “ (As quoted in Dandaneau p. 77, from Mills, C. W. The Sociological Imagination, p. 175)

“ ..modernity involves the process of disembedding, the lifting out of social institutions from local contexts and the reestablishment of those institutions into modern contexts discontinuous from their origins.” (pge. 158 of the reading) 

