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Lect 6 Outline
Order/Orders, Order/Ordering: 
Gender Order(s)/Ordering as an Example

1. Common understandings of “social order/organization.”
* originates “out there,” as external forces/restrictions/constraints
Classical Theorist “Thus there are ways of acting, thinking and feeling which possess the remarkable property of existing outside the consciousness of the individual. … Not only are these types of behaviour and thinking external to the individual, but they are endued with a compelling and coercive power by which, whether he (sic) wishes it or not, they impose themselves upon him (sic).” Emile Durkheim
* something to which we conform 

* something to which we passively adjust

* something from which we must escape to be free 

* an enemy of “the individual”. 

2. An alternative view of social order(ing).
(a) located in a shared reality (inter-subjective social reality)
(b) based on rule-making rather than rule-following. 

(c) an ongoing process; 

(d) a process in which we, as social actors, are actively engaged; adaptive vs transformative action
(e) social life as the realm in which we develop our sense of self
Classical Theorist "Man is...not only a social animal, but an animal which can develop into an individual only in society. " Karl Marx
3. Developing a friendlier relation to social order: 

4. From this week's readings 

(a) a plurality of social orders. 

(b) social actors participate in many social orders 

(c) social actors are actively engaged in managing “slippage” 
Classical Theorist "A society is, therefore, a structure which consists of beings who stand inside and outside of it at the same time. ... the individual can never stay within a unit which he does not at the same time stay outside of, [that is, that] he is not incorporated into any order without also confronting it." Georg Simmel

(d) a gender order is a social order 

(e) challenge the common conception of socialization
(f) the gender order is not static e.g Connell's study of masculinity and the Baby Storm controversy 

(g) social actors relationship to social order is not based only on thought but also on feelings. 

Lecture 6 Concepts and Quotes

*external forces/constraints

*inter-subjective reality

*rule-making vs rule following

*social ordering

*social actors

*Adaptive action *Transformative action

*Friendly relation to social order

*managing slippage

*plurality of orders

“The physical changes matter but they do not directly determine the experience of adolescence. That is a question of how social practices take hold of, and give meaning to, bodily change and difference.” (pge 14 of original)

“They are not just passively engaged in role learning and being ‘socialised’” (pge 13 of original) 

“ Young people are active creators of their own lives—both individually … and collectively.” (pge 13 of original)
"The importance of adolescence in the making of masculinities lies both in the ways existing masculinities are appropriated and inhabited, and in the imperfections of the match. There is contradiction, distancing, negotiation, and sometimes rejection of old patterns, which allows new historical possibilities to emerge." (p. 24 of the original.)

