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Lecture 3: The Rewards and the Risks of a Critical/Sociological Consciousness 

(revised from copy posted on website as of Sept 23rd)
Introduction: 

Recall the previous week's video and the Bauman etc. readings 
Note the relationship of the following quote from the classical theorist's, Karl Marx, to the previous week's theme-living between constraint and freedom. 

"Men (sic) make their own history, but they do not make it as they please; they do not make it under self-selected circumstances, but under circumstances existing already, given and transmitted from the past.” (This quote is on the "Classical Theorists' Quotes" document in your reading kit, in the foundational readings section)
In this lecture, we will consider Peter Berger's claim that a critical sociological consciousness will help us to live between freedom and constraint.

1. Obstacles exist, according to Berger, to developing a sociological consciousness.

(a)
(b)
(c)
Classical Theorist Quote:
Karl Marx 

“The ideas of the ruling class are, in every age, the ruling ideas: i.e., the class that is the dominant material force in society is at the same time its dominant intellectual force. The class which has the means of material production at its disposal, has control at the same time over the means of mental production, so that in consequence, the ideas of those who lack the means of mental production are, in general, subject to it.” (This quote is on the "Classical Theorists' Quotes" document in your reading kit, in the foundational readings section)
2. Sociology challenges "official" understandings by de-mystifying the social world: 
Classical Theorist Charlotte Perkins Gilman:

"This book is written to ... show how some of the worst evils under which we suffer, evils long supposed to be inherent and ineradicable in our natures, are but the result of certain arbitrary conditions of our own adoption, and how, by removing those conditions, we may remove the evil resultant—" This quote is on the "Classical Theorists' Quotes" document in your reading kit, in the foundational readings section)
3. Sociology has a subversive role. 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
4. The rewards of having a sociological consciousness: 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

(d) 

5. The risks of having a sociological consciousness: 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

Lecture 3 CONCEPTS/IDEAS
*Official version
*Conventional wisdom

*Demystify

*Debunk

*Disenchant

*Subversive

*The world-taken-for-granted

*Vested Interests

*Relativizing

*Legitimate (as a verb, pronounced with the emphasis on the last syllable) 
*Ideology

*Freedom of ecstasy

*Ironic

*The puppet theatre

*Fragility, precariousness of the social world

