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Follow Up to Lecture 12, Goffman

Here are two URLs that illustrates well Goffman's idea of front stage and back stage.

http://youtu.be/C3F_ly9xSqQ
http://youtu.be/CTr8IVWBuPE
LECTURE 13 Outline – NEGOTIATING ORDER IN THE FAMILY
CASE STUDY TWO:

Amy Best “Freedom, Constraint, and Family Responsibility: Teens and Parents Collaboratively Negotiate Around the Car, Class, Gender, and Culture.”

Introduction: 
*On a general level, this case study focuses on the family as a social site in which a social order is ongoingly created, maintained, and changed through social interaction. 

*More specifically, it focuses on how teenagers’ access to the family car becomes the occasion for re-negotiating the social order of the family. 

* One of its key ideas/concepts is “cultural object.” 

1. This article is part of a larger study that addresses two general questions: 
(a) how young adults interactionally manage two seemingly contradictory pressures: freedom from, and responsibility to, family; 

(b) how gender, class, and culture shape freedom and responsibility. 

2. Interpretive approach to doing sociology. 

3. Limitations of the conventional “socialization” model of child/youth social development. 

4. In the interpretive sociological tradition, children/teenagers are seen as meaningful, engaged, independent social actors 

5. “Self” development: 

6. Contradictory pulls 
7. “Cultural object” 

8. For Best, the car can be viewed as a cultural object because it is a site for expressing, maintaining, and changing the social order of the family.  

9. Best makes this argument by focusing on teens’ “car talk.” 

10.Talk about “The Car”: 

(a) To the teenagers, what is the meaning of getting the License and getting access to a car … 

(b) To parents, what is the meaning of getting a license and access to a car 

11. The negotiations over access to the car are not equal. 

12. Best shows that this inequality in power varies in some interesting a complicated ways, depending upon class, race, and gender. 

*Immigrant parents. 

*Female versus male teens. 

*Affluent versus poor families.

13. But through these negotiations, teenagers also acquire more adult-like responsibilities and roles within the family, 
(a) Exposure to the family’s place in the world 

(b) Increasing levels of responsibility for family care and concerns. 

14. Wider implications of “over the car” negotiations

Best places “car talk” in the broader context of globalization. The negotiations are both shaped and constrained by a broader context and also, help to reproduce that larger context. 

*the role of cars in a consumerist culture in helping people to communicate their social status to each.

* access of people from different back grounds to resources that reflect status

*engagement of males versus females in public life.  

Conclusion: 

15. Negotiations over cars – i.e. car talk- reveals ....
Lecture 13 Concepts/Ideas

Negotiating the social order of the family

The push and pull of teenagers' freedom and responsibility

Cultural objects

Car talk

Consumerist culture

